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Recent surgery on my right hand left me in a
cast encompassing my fingers and running
halfway up my arm. The “Cast from Castile”
as I named it, was as hard as a Sherman tank
turret and weighed the same.
Being right handed, this opened a
new world of challenges to me; getting
dressed, shaving left-handed did not leave
me looking good, and combing my hair were
all possibilities for America’s Funniest Home
Videos. And showering; I could not get the cast
wet so my right arm and hand were enclosed
in a huge plastic ‘mitten’ designed to keep the
area dry, while cutting off blood to both hand
and arm numbing the extremity. Try showering
and shampooing with one hand.

My biggest accomplishment was devising
a way to open a bottle of beer; opener in
the good left hand, bottle tightly held under
my right arm. No problem. Beer lovers are
ingenious folk. Typing on the computer
keyboard with one finger, left-handed,
severely curtailed my e-mails.
While these obstacles were a bit annoying
and amusing in their way, the major impact
of being in this situation was psychological in
respect to the realization that I was literally
under ‘house arrest’. I could not drive a car
and with the February weather, I could not
take a walk on icy sidewalks. I was trapped
and could not go out to play.
The worst part, and the guys will appreciate
this, was that my wife had to drive me
everywhere! Now she did a great job while I
was home despite the fact that after three days
she wanted me out of the house more than I
wanted to be out. Humans cannot be together
24 hours a day for any length of time.
As every driver knows, no one drives
like you or as good as you. Being
a passenger, even with your
good car-buddy driving, is
stressful. You, a driver since
you were 16, can find
fault with anyone who
is driving you. No body
handles a car as well as
you do or as good as you
do. Well, maybe Jeff Gordon
or Mark Martin.
Driving with your wife increases
your stress level beyond all safety limits
and guys have been known to get out of
the car at the first intersection and walk home.
I find women do not know how to turn right
without almost coming to a complete stop

and slowly, slowly turning. They do not test
the limits of a car’s suspension as men do.
It’s annoying when you are behind such a
lady but if you are in the car with a woman
turning slowly right, and she is your wife, it
causes strokes.
When I was out of beer and said we had
to make a run to get some, that’s when fight
#1 started. When I asked her to take me
to O’Daniel’s Pub for a drink with friends,
that’s when fight #2 started. This was a long
incarceration.
On the serious side, the loss of your driving
privilege, whether because of a physical
limitation or age, is one of the most negative
psychological impacts on your mental health.
We take for granted the privilege of jumping
into our car, firing it up and going down the
road. The loss of this wonderful freedom, even
temporally in my case, was bad enough. I
cannot image how it would be if the ability
to drive was gone for good. I now have a
new appreciation and respect for individuals
who have infirmities that prevent them from
driving and how they cope with everyday life.
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Greetings fellow Cadillac-LaSalle enthusiasts

President
Peter Arnoldo
32 Belmont Ave.
Tonawanda, NY 14223-1927
Home: (716) 876-8386
Vice President
Vacant
Membership
Richard Walther
141 Shale Dr.
Rochester, NY 14615-1433
Home: (585) 621-1205
Dwalther@rochester.rr.com
Treasurer
Peter M. Arnoldo
685 Paradise Rd.
East Amherst, NY 14015
Home: (716) 688-7637
Secretary
This office is vacant.
Your name could be here!
Technical Advisor
Doug Seibert
32 Bellhurst Dr.
Rochester, NY 14617-2206
Home: (585) 325-7393

By the time you read this let us hope that you have felt the first soft zephyrs of Spring, that
you have seen the first robin and the first buds on trees and shrubs; in short, those harbingers
that presage the onset of a new season of cruise nights, car shows and just plain-old driving
fun in those automotive beauties that we have been storing away through our western New
York winter.
     Our dinner at Salvatore’s in January was another success. If you weren’t there you
missed a great time and a financial bargain as well. Where else can you get hors d’oeuvres,
drinks, a lavish dinner, elegant surroundings, sparkling companions and witty repartee, all
for only $20.00?
     Please see the insert for our Spring Brunch, May 2, at the Holiday Inn, Grand Island.
Come out and weather permitting, bring your classic car. Also we have a June 6 date
for our show at Keyser Cadillac. This has become the highlight of our social season, with
upwards of 50 or more great looking old Cadillac’s and LaSalle’s. Don’t miss this one.
     Our Western NY chapter of the Cadillac-LaSalle Club operates on a charter granted by
the National Club. One of the requirements for us to acquire and retain this charter is that
all the members of our club shall also be members of the National Club. I have received
several notices from the National office that we are not in compliance with this. From our list
of 68 members, 18 are not members of the National. It is within the power of the National
Club to revoke our charter on this basis. We certainly do not want to lose any of our present
members, and of course we do not want to endanger our affiliation with the National Club.
If you are not a member of the National Cadillac and LaSalle Club, Inc. please
give consideration to joining.
     Please feel free to call any of the following for information and/or applications for
membership.
Peter Arnoldo (716) 876-8386		
Frank Puma (716) 874-3223
Dick Walther (585) 621-1205		
Thanks for your co-operation. We will be holding meetings on Saturday March 6th and
April 3 at Sunny’s Restaurant, Batavia, City Center Mall, at 1 p.m. Hope to see you there.
Drive Safely!

The Talefin Editor
D. John Bray
631 Niagara St.
Buffalo, NY 14201
Work: (716) 829-7818
brayjd@dyc.edu
Layout
Deanna Rusek

The Talefin is the official publication of the
Western New York Region of the
Cadillac-LaSalle Club, Inc. Opinions
and editorials in The Talefin are not
necessarily the policy of the club.
Mailing labels are updated to reflect region
membership at the time of each issue.
They are provided by Roger Libby,
with assistance from our membership director,
Dick Walther.

1941 Cadillac Convertible
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The beautiful Pierce Arrow
Showroom in the early
1960s when it housed
Tinney Cadillac. The
dealership was located on
the corner of Main St. and
Jewett Avenue in Buffalo.
Seen through the window
in the background is
Tunkey’s Mobil station.

Dick Walther

’49 Convertible

John Straway

’76 Eldorado

Richard Roberts

’79 Eldorado

John Bray

'39 LaSalle
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Ice Breaker Brunch

Where: Holiday Inn
When: May 2, 2010 • 11 a.m.
100 Whitehaven Rd.
Grand Island, NY 14072

Our Fifth Spring Break
Now it's time to dust off our Cadillacs after their winter slumber. Our brunch will be a breakfast buffet with all the
usual breakfast menu items including an omelet bar with the omelet of your choice. Again this year: Door Prizes.

Guests are welcome.
The cost is only $10 per person which includes tax and gratuity. Complete the form below, enclose your check payable to: The WNY Region-CLC, and mail it to Bob Morris, 280 Belmont Ct. East, North Tonawanda, NY 14120. You
may also pay at the door, but be sure to RSVP to Bob Morris at 694-9830, no later than April 23, 2010 so we can
notify the Holiday Inn as to the number of attendees.
Directions: Take the I-190 to Grand Island, take exit 19 on Grand Island which is Whitehaven Road, go four mile
east on Whitehaven to the Holiday Inn.

Reservations by April 23, 2010
MAIL-IN RESERVATION FORM

Name
Address
Telephone
Choose one:

E-mail

o Check enclosed
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o Will pay at the door
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CLASSIFIED ADS
Classified ads will run for two
issues and are free for paid up
region members. All ads must
include price of item(s) being
advertised and MUST be
Cadillac/LaSalle related.
Business card size ads are
$50 for members and $60 for
non-members for one year
(about 5 issues).

Frank Puma

Cadillac’s 1940 thru 1976
Our Specialty

Pre 1960’s Buying Old Cadillac Parts,
Stashes, N.O.S. & Used

Lauricella’s cars
of the past

“My car has been named something
like Rugged Macho Stud Hombre Fourby-Four of the Century by an outfit with
a name like Magazine Writers Who do
Not Personally Own This Type of Car
but Get to Drive New Ones for Free.“
– Dave Barry

12469 Roosevelt Hwy.
Lyndonville, NY 14098

585-765-9106

’58 Coupe

Russ Bracco
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300 Broadway, P.O. Box 442, Buffalo, NY 14205-0442

(716) 852-0550
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Talefin
Western New York Region
Cadillac-LaSalle Club, Inc.
631 Niagara Street
Buffalo, NY 14201

FEATURING:
3100 Winton Road South, Rochester, NY 14623-2986
(585) 427-8400 • Fax (585) 427-8430 • valleycadillac.com

mark of excellence
“Master Sales Manager”

Undergraduate Admissions

Mark J. Taggart

general sales manager
Keyser Bros. Cadillac, Inc.
4130 Sheridan Drive
Williamsville, NY 14221

•B
 .S., M.S., & Doctoral Degrees in
Liberal Arts and Health Sciences
• Teacher Certification
• Adult Degree Completion 		
Programs for Transfer &
Working Students
• Day, Weekend and Internet 		
Classes

phone (716) 634-4100
fax (716) 634-4326

716.829.7600

Graduate Admissions

716.829.8400
www.dyc.edu

320 Porter Ave. Buffalo, NY 14201

