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Cecilio & Beth Diaz ’76 Eldorado Convertible

I always loved the ’76 Cadillac Eldorado 
from the first time I laid eyes on one when 
I was a young 20 year-old man working 
at Jacobi’s Restaurant in Lackawanna 
N.Y. When I saw my boss driving into the 
parking lot with a black two-door Cadillac 
Eldorado with red interior I thought to 
myself, “Wow! what a car.” I knew I could 
never own one because I could not afford 
one, especially at the salary I was making 
at the time.

Every time I saw that car or a ’76 
Cadillac Eldorado I stopped in my tracks 
to admire the car. I always loved the 

color combination of black exterior with 
red interior.

Fast forward to the year 2000 where 
my dream was to own a classic car, 
especially the ’76 Eldorado, but there 
was none to be found.  I had a friend who 
owned a ’69 Buick LeSabre convertible 
that I admired for several years. He 
offered to sell it to me and after thinking 
about it for several days, I bought the 
car.  When I bought the car I had to do 
the usual things like register it and get in 
inspected to drive on the road.

My wife Beth had a girlfriend whose 
family owned an established automotive 
repair shop in Cheektowaga (A Buffalo 
suburb) where I live. (Hubert’s Auto 
Repair on Harlem Road)  While there 
for an inspection, the owner’s son Benji 
who runs the shop now, took me to the 
side of the building and to the front of a 
small garage. When he opened the door 
I could not believe my eyes.  Sitting there 
was a ’76 Cadillac Eldorado convertible, 
black with red interior and a white top!

Benji told me the car sat for many 
years due to his father Benjamin Hubert 
being ill.  Benji went on to say to say that 
the car was used very little and that his 
father was the second owner. The original 
owner was from across the street at an 
electrical shop.  The Cadillac always lived 
in Cheektowaga and was never driven in 
the winter.  The car had 36,000 miles and 
for the last few years it was only driven at 
the Pulaski Day Parade.

I asked if the car was for sale and Benji 
said “Not at this time” and he closed the 
garage door.  I always thought of the 
car for several years but I knew I could 
not have it so I was satisfied with my ’69 
Buick LeSabre convertible.

In June of 2005, I went to Hubert’s to 
have my LeSabre inspected with Beth 
following me so I could leave the car at 
the garage.  While there, she said to Benji, 
“did you guys ever sell the ’76 Eldorado of 
your fathers?”  He said no, but it could be 
for sale.  He took us to the small garage 
and opened the door and there it sat, my 
dream car, the ’76 Eldorado convertible 

(continued on pg. 3)
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Greeting Fellow Cadillac-LaSalle Aficionados,

Our season for club events is well underway. Thurs far we have enjoyed very well 
attended gatherings; the post-Christmas dinner at Salvatore’s, the Spring Brunch 
at Holiday Inn-Grand Island, and our recent show at Keyser Cadillac. At each of 
these events we have had the chance to say hello to old friends, and to meet new 
members and friends.

The Keyser Cadillac show is certainly our biggest and best attended event, and as 
always, this year’s was a great success. The Sheridan Drive lot and the area in  
front of the dealership were filled with Cadillac’s and LaSalle’s, ranging from a 
1929 Cadillac sedan to a 2005 XLR roadster. We even had an interview from 
Channel 2, WGRZ, which apparently ended up on the cutting room floor (thus 
ending my television career before it had fairly begun!)

 Most of us as car lovers have been following the recent adventures of GM and the 
American auto industry. The good news, or perhaps the silver lining to all the bad 
news, is that when the bankruptcy clouds have rolled away, there will be a General 
Motors, and we are assured there will be a Cadillac Motors Division. Supposedly 
the U.S. treasury (us the taxpayers) will own 70 percent of GM. This will be in the 
form of $90 billion in loan guarantees to GM. In 2010 (with the demise of the 
Pontiac Division) GM will concentrate on Chevrolet, Buick, GMC, and Cadillac.  
At this time, gone will be Hummer, Opel, Saturn and Saab.

GM is expecting to produce new products after the restructuring; Chevy with a  
new Equinox and an electric car, the Volt. Cadillac will unveil a new CTS Coupe 
and Sport Wagon, and planned is the electric powered Converj.

Let us hope that all these plans fructify and that GM and Cadillac can march  
boldly into the future with the new products that will keep the car nuts among us 
enthralled and enraptured as have so many of the past designs.  

Until then, enjoy the rest of your summer show and cruise nights, and I will look 
forward to seeing you at the Ice Cream Social and the August 15th show at  
Valley Cadillac in Rochester.

Peter Arnold  
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with about an inch of dust on it.  It had not 
been driven in 10 years.

I told Benji I would be interested in 
purchasing it and after he discussed it 
with his family, they decided to sell it. Benji 
spend a few weeks of cleaning off the dust 
and getting her ready mechanically, and 
I finally bought the car on July 21, 2005.  
The years of sitting had taken a toll and 
all of the gaskets and belts needed to be 
changed, the white top was very dirty 
with some water stains that did not come

off, the paint was scratched and the hood 
extensions needed to be replaced.

That winter, I took the car to Hubert’s, 
had the gaskets and belts replaced, the 
car painted, and the extensions and 
convertible top were also replaced.

The car is now like new with 37,000 
miles on it.  I like to take it to cruise nights, 
the Polish Falcon’s was the first show 
I took it to, and other car shows in the 
Cheektowaga area.  It is a great pleasure 
to own the car and I especially love the 
looks and the ‘thumbs up signs’ I get when 

Beth and I drive the car.  I still own the 
’69 Buick but the Eldorado is my favorite.

The car was a gift from my wife Beth 
which makes it all the more special.  (Editor 
Note: When asked if the gift was for some 
occasion such as an anniversary, Cecilio 
said “It’s because she loves me.”)

I never though that my dream of owning 
a ’76 Eldorado would ever come true, but 
I now know that dreams do come true.

P.S. Does anyone want to buy a ’69 
Buick LeSabre Convertible?

(continued from pg. 1)

Tunkey’s Gas Station on the corner of 
Main Street and Jewett Avenue across 
from what was the Pierce Arrow Motor 
Car showroom in the 1930s and later 
Maxson Pontiac-Cadillac followed by 
Tinney Cadillac–Pontiac was the epitome 
of gas stations. Four islands to pump 
the then cheap Mobilgas, three bays 
with “pits” (no lifts in the 50s) an “Auto 
Laundry” that was a complete hand car 
wash staff by a great bunch of wild guys.’

The huge Trico plant was very close by 
and the machinery roared night & day 
in what was a previously Ford factory 
cranking out Model Ts.

On weekends, when I was working 
at the station pumping gas, it was the 
gathering place for my buddies, “da car 
guys” and their ‘rods.’ It was right out of 
“American Graffiti” movie. Cars like the 
49, 50, 51 Mercury’s, Fords and Chevys, 
lowered, with duel exhausts, some were 

chopped, and most in charcoal primer. 
At times there were approximately 20 
of what are now sought after collector 
cars sitting at the station as the guys 
surreptitiously worked on them after hours 
in the “pits.”  (It’s a wonder I didn’t get 
fired) Looking back, it was a moment in 
time that one never forgets as the world 
and the cars changed along with the 
economy. And, we got older.  Happy 
Days at Tunkey’s Gas Station.
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CLASSIFIED ADS

Classified ads will run for two 
issues and are free for paid up 
region members. All ads must 
include price of item(s) being 

advertised and MUST be 
Cadillac/LaSalle related.  

Business card size ads are  
$50 for members and $60 for 

non-members for one year 
(about 5 issues).

Cadillac’s 1940 thru 1976
Our Specialty

Pre 1960’s Buying Old Cadillac Parts, 
Stashes, N.O.S. & Used

LauriceLLa’s cars  
of the past
12469 Roosevelt Hwy.
Lyndonville, NY 14098

585-765-9106

1946 Cadiallc

“This is true; virtually all edible 
substances, and many automotive 
products, are now marketed as  
being low-fat or fat-free. Americans 
are obsessed with fat content.  

–Dave Barry 
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